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love. Being members of the New Poor they decided that it
would be foolish not to capitalize their experiences. They set
out after dark and agreed to meet in their Kensington flat in
the early morning. The eldest returned home at midnight, the
middle sister at two o'clock. They compared notes. The eldest
had been to Bond Street: 'How much is six times two guineas?'
The middle one had been in the Marble Arch district: 'How
much is seventeen times seven-and-sixpence?5 They had to wait
until breakfast time for the youngest, who had gone down to
Whitechapel: 'How much is a hundred and forty-four times
tenpence-halfpenny?' The economical style of this story should
be noted: humour was getting streamlined, like everything else.
That so many professional prostitutes were still about suggests
that there was a phenomenal increase in sexuality; for the en-
thusiastic amateur was as enthusiastic as ever. Ayouugman who
had to pay for his pleasures would consider himself not much of
a hero, even if for the moment he had no regular woman friend.
The 'living together' of young people who could not afford to
marry was socially recognized by now as 'companionatc mar-
riage' and considered even as a 'higher' form of relationship
than legal marriage.
'Come, girl, and embrace, and ask no more I wed thcc.
Why reck of churchling and priest. . . ?'
The young author of these popular lines did, as a matter of fact,
in the end marry the girl to whom they were addressed: for he
became a farmer, and had to conform with the county, which
was still rather old-fashioned in such matters. The poor girl of
Victorian legend who was betrayed by a wicked squire, cast off
by her parents, and forced to ^o away to London for to hide
her sin and shame' was now a joking reference only. It was
extremely rare for an Englishwoman in the Twenties to be
forced on the streets by sheer necessity or the brutality of
parents.
Prostitutes, plying chiefly for the benefit of elder men, had to
alter their ways. They became smarter and quieter in their
dress; solicited with tact. There was a steadily diminishing num-
ber of prosecutions for annoyance and indecent behaviour. The
common prostitute had a far longer career now than before the
war; she took greater care of her health, drank less, attended the
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